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 WHY GO TO CHURCH?

We’re living in a time when there is more opportunity than ever before to watch church services. You can listen to
great singing and hear some of the best-known preachers throughout this country. Now, since the pandemic,
more and more churches are making their services available online. I am thankful that we are able to do that
here at Long Branch. It provides an opportunity for those who are sick, or for those who are not comfortable
returning to live services to be able to watch our services. So, it provides a real ministry in those situations. If you
can’t come, we want you to watch our services.

However, too many people are becoming comfortable not attending church in person and that is a cause for
concern. Most pastors I talk to say their churches are running about fifty percent of what they were before the
pandemic. And sadly, many of those people are not staying away because of health concerns, they’re going to
other public places, but staying away from church.

So, why does it matter? Why isn’t it ok to just watch online and spend time with family doing other things?
Because something significant happens when we meet together as a body of believers in person. God promises
His presence when we gather in His name. Now, you may be thinking, “Wait a minute. God is present
everywhere.” And you are correct. That is known as God’s “omnipresence”. God is  present everywhere. And there  
is also God’s “inner presence”. He indwells the lives of every believer. But when we come together for public
worship, God has promised His “manifest presence.” Let’s look at a couple of Scriptures that will attest to this.

God instructed Moses as to how he was to build the tabernacle. The earthly tabernacle was to be an earthly
representation of what is in heaven. So, God gave specific instructions. The first thing He said was that the
tabernacle would be a place  where He would dwell among the people.  "And let them make Me a sanctuary, that I
may dwell among them."  (Exodus 25:8)

But, notice what He promised in verse 22a.  "And there I will meet with you, and I will speak with you" (Exodus
25:22a).

Something special happens when we come together in His name – His manifest presence. We see this same
promise in the New Testament,  "For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in the
midst of them”  (Matthew 18:20).

 I want to encourage you to be faithful in church attendance. Again, if you are sick or unable to attend, then the
online service is available. But don’t let that be a substitute for meeting together, in person, with the people of
God. Come for corporate worship to experience  God’s manifest presence.

Pastor Phil
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Surprising facts about our Pastor Phil

 Phil is a compassionate pastor to all
his members and a good friend to me.         

G Williams

Pastor  Phil is always supportive,
encouraging, and  prayerful.   

 Lewis Family  

During his pastoral time at LBC Phil has been
a blessing to my family.  He  has always been
there when we needed him through all our

hardship and trials.  Sharing Christian love is
how we grow in unity.  "The effective, fervent
prayer of a righteous man avails much."             

Joyce & Frederick Barnes

Thank you Pastor and sister Traci for having
a heart of God.  God's light truly shines
throughout you and inspires and changes
peoples lives.  We are so blessed to have
you as our shepherd.    C & D Ryals

He loves breakfast foods - He loves to cook - He loves his dog - Gus
He collects Bibles -VERY expensive Bibles (different colors, translations, layouts, etc.)

He loves road trips

Pet peeves
Mouth noises - ice chomping, People wearing PJ's in public

Grammatical errors (both in writing and speaking)

A faithful, compassionate and humble man
of God who loves his church family.  

Great sermons by a true
servant of God.  Tom Lewis



Luke Belcher                   10/11
Annie Ruth Jackson        10/11
Connie Jernigan              10/15
Madelyn Pugsley             10/15
Averi Goss                        10/18
Harper Dorman               10/23
Matt Belcher                    10/27
Amanda Prendergast      10/29
Lukas Edwards                 10/31

Pam Lewis
McKinnon Bowen

Monty McLamb
John Page

Danny Ryals
Stephen Rzonca

Julieta Rodriguez
President Trump

Elections & Country
Unsaved

    Teachers and
Students

                     

Martha & Harold Eldridge   10/02
Pete & Kaye Stewart             10/18

Crusader Youth Camp
Weekends

Elementary - October 9-11
Middle School - October 23-25

High School - November 6-8

          Sunday Worship         10 AM

Little Kids  Church     10 AM

Children's Church       10 AM

Wednesday Classes       6:45 PM

Saturday Prayer Time   8:30 AM

Upcoming 
Events

Service 
Times

Youth and our church will be
participating in Samaritan's
Purse "Operation Christmas
Child" during October. 
 Contact Rachel or Matthew
Hayes  for more information.
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Happy
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Happy
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 Request


